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large-mesh net and gradually draw it closer in
towards the muggar, who at first retires to the
hollow of the bank, and under the roots of trees,
but he is soon poked out, when, in trying to rush
off, he gets entangled in the net, and is drawn on
shore. I noticed that the men take good care to
jump quickly aside when he makes his final rush,
as he would snap off their legs with a single bite
of his huge jaws. We caught three muggar, the
biggest being ten feet long; a very large one got
under the net and away.

We spent two very pleasant days here, but as
time was getting short, and we wished to make up
our game-bag, we settled to leave on the 2nd
of April for Humwarum, fourteen miles further
down the river. By way of a change, we hired
two native boats, and, having seen all the bullock
bandies and boys off by road, proceeded on our
journey by water. It was an excessively hot day,
but these boats are provided with awnings made
of maize and toddy-palm leaves, so that we were
not exposed to the fierce rays of the sun, and'